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 Hi everyone. Tuesday 25th of November. The year is just about gone and it's club grubby Kme again. Great to be 
back on with you Johnny.

Thanks, mate. Yeah. Another great interview. And, uh, yeah, we're really pushing, uh, these interviews out 
towards Christmas. It's uh, it's a great Kme of year, isn't it?

It is, it is.

And, uh, we're, we're geQng some incredible guests on our program. Um, you know, I'm starKng to forget who 
we've had on. We've had that many over the last four years, but, uh, we've got with us tonight, uh, a real Ozzy 
and, uh, he's been all over a lot of stuff that's been going on in our country for a while.

He's raKonal. He's sound, he's reasonable. He, he doesn't seem like a rabbit hole dweller. And he's got a very 
simple truth, uh, for the Australian people about digital idenKty and a whole bunch of stuff that goes with us. 
And tonight our guest is, uh, Paul Conlan, uh, author, uh, I think, uh, an engineer also as well.

Uh, trained as an engineer, as an engineer in the Australian army. And Paul has wriWen a book called CiKzen One.
It's all about, uh, digital idenKty ciKzen one, um, the case against digital id. So great to have you with us, Paul.

Good day. Lovely to be here. Thank you very much for the invite.

Great stuff.

And when the program's over, you can probably beat out Stairway to Heaven for us on that guitar behind you. 
We'll

see how we go.

Alright, uh, well let's get right into this because the last few days we've been bombarded with messages and, uh, 
videos that people are puQng out. How to prepare for what's coming in the next few days, weeks, months, 
relaKng to digital id.

The, um, the situaKon around, um, the social media age idenKficaKon process. There's an awful lot going on and I
spent the morning looking at how we as club grubby and how at Graham and Michelle as individuals can navigate
around this and sKll keep our privacy.

Hmm.

So I think the fair thing to ask you, uh, Paul, is you've been all over this for quite some Kme.

Unpack your story a liWle bit for us.

Yeah. So a bit of a background on me. Uh, thank, thanks for the introducKon there. Look, uh, about half decade 
ago, like, uh, many of us, we were just living our lives, weren't we? Some as professionals and we had 
professional goals or raising a family and then, then the whole world changed and, uh.

I, I like many looked around and saw many brave people speaking against the mainstream narraKves and just, 
just offering alternaKve points of view, uh, and aWracKng a vitriol for it in many cases. Uh, the medical profession
was a, a perfect example of that. Uh, and I was le^ a bit bewildered that. You know, my, my life had been 



upended and, and, uh, it took me some Kme to ground into that fact, and I, I eventually thought, well, uh, 
actually it came to me fairly quickly.

I thought, well, I can't just sit here and be passive about this. You know what? This requires some effort from me,
you know, as a funcKonal member of a society, parKcularly as a father. Uh, there's a moral obligaKon on me to at
least gi^ my children a world as free as I inherited it. And so I scratched my head and thought, what unique skill 
sets and experiences do I have that I could bring to bear in this, uh, increasing war?

And, you know, as a professional engineer, I saw. Perhaps what others weren't really bringing up in the 
mainstream. And that was, uh, the enforcement behind a lot of the policies that were being discussed. Uh, 
parKcularly the digital enforcement. You know, we, we live now, you know, you and I remember phones with 
curly wires aWached to 'em, and you know, but we have a generaKons now that know nothing other than high 
speed internet.

Uh, that's their, that's their lives, you know, and clearly to me, this was going to become a mechanism, uh, that, 
that the state would. Uh, take upon itself to, uh, regulate and use as a, as a sense of control. So I, um. I could see 
it from a technical point of view. I've been gi^ed with a degree of, uh, eloquence in language.

So I could sort of dial down a lot of that tech stuff, which people tend to quite rightly zone out to. Uh, uh, but 
also I have a fairly unique family background. You know, my grandmother was a teenage girl living in, in Germany
in 1939 when she heard the tanks roll past her house going into Poland and the genesis of the Second World 
War.

And, you know, so I grew up, uh, learning a lot about. What happens when a state centralizes knowledge of its 
populaKon without me really knowing it, you know, in, in, in an odd way, I got to learn more about my family and
my grandmother and my own youth when I saw these things play out in my own life. So yeah, I decided to write 
the book and increasingly appear on, on, on, uh, public shows like this and, and try to bring a reasoned argument
and some emoKon to what I think is one of the most important topics unraveling today.

Mm-hmm. Johnny? Where does your, where does your skillset, uh, and, and your experience as an engineer l 
lead you to, um, to give advice to people, uh, trying to navigate this? I, I, I got a text today from, uh, someone 
that was saying that you know that, that one of the best things to do is to get rid of your.

Your iPhones and get the Google plaaorm phone and, and basically put new so^ware on it and all this sort of 
stuff. Uh, but obviously people will be very confused about all that.

Yeah. And and rightly so. Uh, uh, I think John, you've, you've actually opened up two rabbit holes in one there. I 
know Graham, you said, I don't look like somebody goes down them, but, and so there, there are inherently kind 
of two quesKons in that.

One is the. I suppose what, what do we do? What, what, what is the tech? How do we defend against it? But I 
think zooming out a bit, the bigger quesKon in what you've just put in front of me there is why should we, why 
are we playing defense in this game? And I've done a lot of ruminaKon on this, and I actually think we as a 
naKon.

In an idenKty crisis of our own, you know, digital ID is a very, tends to be a very personal thing. You think of it as 
an app, it's how you'll access your life, your resources, your services. But I think it's really just the symptom of a 
much greater loss of, I think, skepKcism of power and hierarchy in, in our country.

So, um, yeah, look, and, and I've had similar kind of conversaKons. I've had people reach out to me. Say what 
actually changes on December 10th? And, and the fact is we don't really know, you know, we are, we are 
implemenKng what I have termed safety criKcal infrastructure. Uh, by the very definiKon, when it goes wrong, 
you know, people die.



And I'm sure we'll get into the aviaKon side of that because that's an analogy that. People are grounded in, uh, 
but yeah, um, we, we are rolling this out without, without care or concern or cauKon, uh, about the, the gravity 
of, of what these systems will be able to do. And, and, and in the age of ai, I make the case that, you know, the 
next tyrant that grabs the reigns of these incredibly powerful systems might not be another Hitler or Stalin.

It might be a well-meaning AI that's been trained on the nonsense of the last half decade. You know, so, um, 
yeah, we, we can. Kind of flail around talking about VPNs and all sorts of things, but I really think that's, to some 
extent, energy wasted. I think we need to zoom out and say this is not acceptable at a primal level.

You know, this country was born on a, a, a fairly flat power structure and hierarchy. It's in our DNA, uh, and, and 
we've abandoned that. And I, and I think that's what needs addressing and, and the rest will hopefully fall into 
place. It's a, it's a bigger issue.

Mm-hmm.

I remember back when the Australia card was being touted as, as the new way forward for Australia.

The, the Australian people rejected it out of hand. What do you think's changed in the last few decades? Oh, 
that's interesKng.

Look, it's, it's, it's kind of recent history, isn't it? For some of us. That, that sKll lingers in our, in our memory. 
Look, I think the convenience factor is one. So we've benefited, we've inherited a lot of freedom that we didn't 
earn.

And the, the unfortunate, unavoidable downside of that reality is we don't value the unearned. And so we've 
ridden on the coaWails of brave men and women who fought and bled for these liberKes that, that we don't 
value. And what that means is as digital technology has come along, we've embraced. How it reduces fricKon 
from our life.

And it's, we've become so accustomed to that, that, uh, I, I think hardship has now become something to be 
avoided, uh, at almost all costs. Uh, and, and that's one of the things I, going back to John's quesKon there that I 
try to educate people on is, uh, I've noKced culturally a correlaKon between the term digital.

Good or beneficial or beWer. And you, you, you remember the VHS days when they were phasing that out and 
DVDs were coming in, they had those ads where they'd replay a certain, you know, video clip and it was all grainy
and muffled on VHS. But the DVD, the digital system was crisp and clear and there's been a lot of condiKoning, 
uh, to lead us to the percepKon that digital means good.

So when you hear things like digital id, we have this kind of. Baked in over the decades kind of appreciaKon of 
that, that must be good, right? But like everything in engineering, as in life, everything is a trade off. And I try to 
educate people on some of the qualiKes of digital data that. Uh, they're, you know, understandably ignorant to, 
you know, people don't want to understand how a smart TV works to just use it.

But again, when we're talking about implemenKng safety criKcal systems, dangerous, powerful ones that our 
children will have to live with from birth, you know, with the, the onus on us to understand them. Uh, and yeah, 
so I, I think we've lost that over the last few decades that, uh. Tolerance of, of hardship, the ability to forego 
pleasure or convenience for a higher principle.

And that goes back to my comment on the loss of naKonal idenKty and a skepKcism of, of power and hierarchy. I 
think that's one of the primary reasons why we're here.

I, I mean, there's almost a horrible irony to all this, isn't it? I mean, you're talking about the, the dangerous 
rollout of technology and, and, uh, this digital stuff.



But we, we've just had the dangerous rollout of a drug, uh, without any tesKng.

Mm.

They're not far removed,

are they? SocieKes are defined by that which where they will not tolerate. Right. Um, in a, in a way, these two 
things are very much the one thing, uh, and, uh. Uh, we, we have to rediscover that larrikinism.

I think that, that that ability to embrace difficulty and solve problems ourselves on the ground, you know, and, 
uh, yeah. Uh, we're just gonna see more and more of this unKl we. Get over our idenKty crisis as a naKon and, 
and, and, you know, we were, we were saying before we started recording, I, I feel there's a silver lining here too.

You know, we, we live in such division, uh, and this is something, and the Australia card campaign, or the 
campaign against it proved this as well. It rallied people across all geographies or all, all dimensions of society. 
There were, you know, there were farmers, journalists, business leaders, musicians.

Authors, poliKcians, sports stars, barristers, white collar, blue collar workers. It affected everyone. And, and it 
was a really a rallying thing. And that's what I hope for our naKon now, that, uh, we can see some posiKvity in 
this and, and, uh, yeah. Um, but we're on a knife edge, aren't we?

Well, we are, and, and I think the big thing is, what I've noKced a^er nearly 73 years now is we ride on the 
coaWails of the anzacs and the diggers.

We're very proud to say we're Australians and we march under the Australian flag and we're just like them, but 
in actual fact we're nothing like them anymore. No. Um, it that, it appears to me that that is lost. That's just a 
myth that we hang on to. Undeservedly, you know, you've got, um, you talk, you talk about our military history 
and the likes of, you know, Leslie Moorehead, who, who, um, led the Garrison to Brook.

Also was the architect of the successful retreat from Gallipoli when not one life was lost in the first World War. 
Um, you know, general Sir John Monash, arguably one of the best str uh, uh, strategic commanders in World War
I, uh, if not in even into World War ii, we, that those men gathered like-minded Australians.

Who pracKced ingenuity. They were resourceful. They had guts, they had courage and they could take a knock, 
but we seem to be perpetually offended at the slightest thing in this country. We seem to have lost that, and I've 
seen that start to happen in the last 30 years. I think we've become bloated on enKtlement.

How do we, I mean, we're talking about digital id, but we're, what we're really talking about is an Australian 
culture that's lost its way because that's why these things are happening to us. How do we bring it back, Paul?

Yeah.

Um,

look, that's a, that, that's a quesKon that the history books will make clear, I suppose, you know, ev every 
generaKon's baWle goes in with a degree of uncertainty, a large degree of uncertainty, and I completely agree 
with what you've said there.

You know, how, how have we honored these brave, uh. Figureheads in our culture, in our society, a small, a small
naKon, you know, that's really punched above its weight. The, the freedom that they've gi^ed to us is not ours to
give away. Uh, so I think graKtude and appreciaKon are really a good start. You know, that they work at an 
individual level and they work at a naKonal level.



And, and as you say, you know, we've become so hyper offended by absolutely everything. Well, that, that's the 
opposite of graKtude, isn't it? Yeah. There is so much we sKll have to be thankful for. For here, you know, the. 
The weather, the opportuniKes, the resources that in many cases we're not permiWed to use, uh, for goodness 
sake.

You know? And I think, I think when you flip that mindset towards there is something good here worth fighKng 
for, you know, the, the legends exist because, you know, men and women prior. Came to the same conclusion, 
and I know it always feels different. You know, there's that, there's that sense of, um, well that was history and 
this is now, but what we are living through right now will be tomorrow's history, you know, will be just another 
yellow page in a history book.

And so, you know, now is our opportunity to, to reclaim some of that, that lost, uh, idenKty. And, and I, I, I, I 
increasingly. At a personal level, I'm finding myself losing the fear over this issue and, and finding myself more 
embracing the opportunity. And, you know, you, you just imagine yourself in the rocking chair with your 
grandchildren asking you, what did you do during the war?

That type of thing. Well, this is quite an unconvenKonal war, isn't it? But I want to have some stories to tell and I 
want to say, well, I did something other than. Just let it all slip through my fingers. So yeah, I, I think a posiKve 
mind shi^ and, and understanding that fear is a useful emoKon, uh, but not one that we should let control us and
we should, uh, look to unite in a posiKve and construcKve way.

And, and I think that's a really great start to honor the freedoms that have been gi^ed to us and, you know, God 
willing, uh, gi^ a few more to the next generaKon.

Mm, well, you come from a military, uh, background. I mean, uh, you, you just essenKally said that, you know, 
defense or, or sort of manipulaKng the background to, to try and defend our posiKon here by, by installing things
on your computer or whatever, really isn't gonna cut it.

Uh, so what's the aWack? You know, I, I mean, look, I, I, I can't believe what I saw today, the Governor General in 
a golf cart. With the crown emblem on the front of this golf cart, and she's driving the Chinese around in this golf 
cart, on the lawn, uh, in Canberra. It's just beyond belief. Is, is it, I mean, is it, is it a farfetched to say that we, we,
we almost need to take, take, uh, take, take Parliament back?

I mean, these people have just gone rogue.

Yeah. I mean. We've allowed it, you know, the, the, the government should fear the people. The government 
should serve the people. Uh, I mean, uh, going down John Roddick's, uh, line of thinking, I'm very much aligned 
with that. Uh, you could argue it needs abolishing altogether, but, you know, baby steps.

Uh, yeah. Look, um, we, we have orchestrated this thing and, uh, it is our obligaKon to, yeah. Look, look at that. 
Yeah. Uh. Like I said before, socieKes are defined by that which they will, will not tolerate and, and, um, take it 
back. It, it is not ours to give away. Yeah.

That is outrageous, isn't it? I, I mean, to think that the Governor General is behind the wheel of a golf cart, it 
looks like the, it looks like the papacy vehicle or something.

It's probably got bulletproof glass, uh, and, and driving around the Chinese.

It's theater at this point, isn't it? It's, it's just comedy. Well, one thing that's really astonished me is. The extent to 
which things can get so bad before something gets triggered. You know, you, you menKoned kind of what's the, 
you asked what's the baWle plan or something, and I guess my take on that is freedom is messy.



Like any complex social system, there's no predicKng what will trigger a social movement, A social renaissance, 
you know, no one would've picked that. A Wac, you know, sparked to some extent the RevoluKonary Wall. But 
you know, you sit on enough dry Knder and something somewhere. Sparks that desire to be more than the self.

And you, you know, in, in, in some regards, I guess the parKcular details are inconsequenKal. You know, what, 
what actually triggers a movement. Um, and, and I don't think we need to be parKcularly sediKous in our, in our 
wording. Again, I, I'm increasingly biased towards a posiKve slant on that taken back.

The pride of our naKon and, and the, the spring and the step that's born from gi^ing your children an economy 
that will, you know, live up to their expectaKons. And I, I just think that's a message that sells itself when people 
actually start feeling that. And I've, I've found a poor response to raKonal arguments.

I think there's sKll a very good. There's a necessary place for them in the public sphere. Uh, but that's sort of, that
sort of emoKon I think is where we need to get to. And I, and I just, I don't have the direct answer. I'm, I'm sorry. 
I dunno where that will trigger or when that will trigger. Uh, but look, there are some favorable things here.

I, I think we've got some youngsters now, the, the under sixteens who, uh, I'm, I mean. Looking, it's legal in 
Australia for a flight instructor to deem someone at 15 year years old, you know, suitable for their first solo, but 
the same teenager has to wait, is deemed too fragile by Canberra now to watch cat videos on YouTube for 
another year.

I mean, the, the, the, the unspeakable absurdity of that, uh, must be being felt in the younger generaKon at, at 
the moment. And, and they're gonna want custody of their own futures, you know, and, and, and I see them. 
There's allies in this. You know, we, you can, um, and, and, and let that be a message to them. You know, you, 
you have older guys here who have lived a fairly good childhood and a fairly free childhood, and we, and we're 
on your side guys, you know, um, we want the best for you.

And, and you know what? Government that governs through prohibiKon doesn't get systems that protects 
children. It gets systems that automate further prohibiKon. And that's not gonna happen on my watch.

I am muKng myself because I'm likely to burst into a coughing fit at any Kme. Uh, sorry about that. We, we are, 
we are living in a world where we are addicted to safety, or the government seems to be, they're, they're, they're
averse to risk of any nature. So our, um, our social immune systems have been broken down because we don't 
take chances anymore.

Our physical immune systems have been broken down because we're living in this protecKve bo, uh, bubble that 
the government is forcing upon us. Now, our social systems are gonna be under aWack as well when we have 
people like, uh, what's the name? Inman Grant, who's the, uh, eSafety commissioner who will be making 
decisions, uh, that we have to live our lives by now.

What really gets to me is how these unelected officials. Seem to be seQng the trend for what's going on. There's 
a million ways this whole rollout is gonna go bad. Just like the renewable energy, uh, strategy. It's gonna fail any, 
any blind Freddie can see it. So, but it's kind of like we're at the stage, Paul, where we need to let it fail before we
can rebuild.

Is that where you.

Uh,

look, absolutely.

I I think this is a case of it's so bad. It's good. The wheels are gonna fall off this, and tyranny o^en comes well 
dressed, right? Safety is a, safety is not something that the diggers prioriKzed as a metric to opKmize in society. 
You know, it's, it's actually a very destrucKve thing.



You know, I've, I've got a young son who's doing all sorts of things that healthy young Sons do, and you know, as 
a parent, there's that. Pate tear through the heart. There's the need to, or the, the urge, the visceral urge to 
protect them. But then, you know, parKcularly as a father, you know, the other hand wants to push them along 
further to the edge and children need risk to mature.

You know what, what we're actually doing by being overly safe is, is engaging in a form of child abuse because 
we will raise a generaKon who has no way. To measure, cause and effect has, has no ability to determine risk 
tolerance and to push themselves to the appropriate levels in life. Uh, it it is castraKng a generaKon to opKmize a
society for safety.

Uh, yet, yet, it sounds good, doesn't it? It it fits the three words slogans. Um, but it's fair, it's very easily dismissed
at an emoKonal level and, uh, you know, at an argumentaKve kind of logical level as well.

Let's not forget over a hundred years ago that they were happy for 16 year olds to take a bullet.

Uh, but here they won't, they're willing to.

Yeah.

Yeah. It, it's, it's absolutely ridiculous. Uh, and I'm glad the Greens aren't supporKng this. Mm-hmm. Uh, and that 
should be pointed out, so kudos to them. Uh, we don't usually give them too many reps. Agreeance, but, uh, they
deserve one on this occasion because they're not, they're not supporKng, uh, this ban on, uh, social media for 
the under sixteens, which, which I think is a good thing.

Oh, absolutely. Yeah. Look at, yeah, Senator David Ridge there. The Green Senator actually said, I quoted him 
recently in a newspaper arKcle. They're making it up on the fly. 2.5 million young people are being disrespected 
and everyone's privacy treated like a joke. You know that, that's the bumper sKcker right there.

He's, he's absolutely got that right and, um. I think, again, taking a bit of a posiKve spin, what we're seeing there 
is what you might classify as a tradiKonal poliKcal adversary unifying on this issue that affects all of our humanity.
And, and I think that's a very posiKve thing to see there. Mm-hmm.

Yeah. There,

there, there are posiKves in it. There are a lot more people speaking up, uh, that here the two have been very, 
very quiet or in, in absolute opposiKon to some of the things we're discussing. We, uh. We started talking early in
the piece, Johnny, about how there was a, a fair chunk of people who woke up during COVID.

Uh, and there's a whole lot more, of course who remained asleep. Uh, but there are situaKons that are gonna 
occur to wake more people up. For example, the digital ID will wake up, people who slept through COVID, uh, 
central Bank digital currency will wake up people who slept through digital id. So mm-hmm.

What we're seeing is a government that we've consistently said. Has no ability to read the room or understand 
the mood of the people. The way this is all rolling out in every sphere of our, of the way we live is only going to 
get more and more people upset. And we're, we're gonna be doing a lot of interviews in Canada next week, 
talking to some Canadians, some preWy high profile ones about what's going on over there.

And increasingly they're saying that more and more people are waking up. Over a whole ra^ of things, but mostly
it's about being disrespected by government.

Yeah. Yeah. I mean, that's a valid thing to get, get all rolled up about, isn't it? And, and I, I found digital ideas a 
really peculiar one because. When I first embarked on my journey of advocacy and wrote the book, I was 



honestly preparing myself for the same sort of vitriol that the doctors were geQng and everyone else was geQng
who was speaking it.

And I actually found quite the opposite with the excepKon of one person who mildly got a liWle bit kind of skirty 
with me. Everyone I talked to supported what I was doing. Yeah, I don't, I don't want. I don't want the 
government knowing what I'm doing and I'm not having a digital idea. It was a, it was a remarkable vox pops and 
a, a remarkable kind of taste of the populaKon.

I, I've come to learn that Australia is parKcularly, and I, I dunno why. I don't know if it's the kind of Eureka stock 
aid mining license thing or the kind Ned Kelly folklore. There's something about us that parKcularly. Objects to 
idenKficaKon and the state knowing more about us than it, it should.

And the the prickly thing that might be waking people up there, as you referenced, is I found a lot of people had 
this gut feeling that they didn't like digital id, but they didn't really know why. And that's one of the reasons why I
kind of break down some of the arguments, the book's called The Case Against Digital IdenKty.

There are a few pillars, there are four pillars. It. I write about. But, um, I've come to understand, I've tried to 
explain it to people in various ways, and one of them is, um, the, there's a, there's a contradicKon in terms here. 
Uh, it, and it's in the name. Digital systems are infinitely ordered. They're ones and zeros.

It, it's the pinnacle of structure, but human idenKty is quite the opposite. It's infinitely chaoKc. You know, our 
idenKKes. Change. We age, we contradict ourselves. We can't be compartmentalize and pigeonhole, but the 
powers that be are forcing this impossible merger. When the state aWempts to pigeonhole the infinite nuance of 
humanity into a rigid digital system, uh, will you It, it, it, it, it dri^s towards tyranny because when you try to 
enforce order on an inherently chaoKc system, you have to use more and more and more force ine effecKvely, 
and I think that's why people.

Have this sense, this sense that it's not right. And I don't really know why. I think it, it's very anK-human in a, in, 
in, in demonstrable ways. So, um, yeah. Look, I, I think I, I'm not surprised that people are waking up and maybe 
the understanding as to why comes a liWle bit later. But that, that sense that something's wrong.

I'm feeling it too. Yeah.

And I think the sad part about this, Paul, is that, uh, in, in so many ways, this, this technology could be used to 
benefit people. Uh, but because of the, the scenarios that we're faced with and, and, and the distrust of 
government, we, we, we we're hesitant to, to accept any, uh, any of the benefits.

I mean, for instance, you, if, if there was, uh, you know, digital. Um, input from say, SIDS cases, you know, they 
could be recorded, uh, across Australia, uh, or, or vaccine injury or, or if a new drug was introduced and, and, uh, 
you know, a cluster of those people ended up geQng sick. You, you could de-idenKfy all that data and you could, 
you could get really useful informaKon that would protect people.

But, uh, we're, we're in a situaKon where we just can't trust the bastards.

That That's right. That's a real shame, isn't it? Technology is a double-edged sword. Uh, that, that, that's very 
true. You know, it enables us, it enables surgeons to operate on paKents on the other side of the world. That's a 
remarkable thing.

That's good for humanity. But like everything, the tyrants wanna get their hands on it, on it too, don't they? And, 
and the big irony is. Uh, if we really wanted to break down some of the fricKons in the global digital economy 
going forward, uh, there are, there are entrepreneurs and private industry soluKons being built right now using 
technologies that eliminate all of the problems with centralized systems.



There's a, there's an area called self-sovereign idenKty, which I won't get into the technicals of it, but it's. It's 
based on well-established mathemaKcs that allow you to prove that you have certain characterisKcs without 
revealing the informaKon that derives that. So, for example, I could prove my age without revealing my 
birthdate, or I could prove that I have some qualificaKons without revealing anything about the the insKtuKon 
that issued it to me.

And. The principle behind SSI or self-sovereign idenKty is that the user owns the data and they selecKvely give 
out and can revoke digitally and securely, uh, any piece of their kind of compartmentalized idenKty puzzle that 
they want to, any actor that they want. These systems exist right now. Uh, they're much safer.

They empower the individual rather than the state. And the fact that we're not adopKng them, I think, says all 
that needs to be said about the moKvaKons behind these monolithic, dangerous. Safety criKcal, centralized 
systems. It's not safety, it's control.

It's never about safety. And, um, what you're saying is that the tyranny we are going through is actually going to 
lead to great innovaKon that will only improve our systems.

Is that what you're saying? Look, I, what's the alternaKve?

I think we have a moral obligaKon to be posiKve about the future. Like, I, I, I remember there were, there were 
people who were hysterical about the introducKon of the internet. Uh, you know, may, maybe they had valid 
concerns. It completely. You know, changed life on this planet and now we rely on it for all sorts of good.

Um, and, and there's always gonna be that disrupKve effect with disrupKve technologies. Again, it's in, it's in the 
name, isn't it? And there will always be tyrants wanKng to get their hands on the latest tools. But, you know, 
we've managed so far as a species to cut our hands around that fragile flame of liberty and pass it forward.

It's flickered a few Kmes in some preWy strong winds, but, uh, you know. It would be a real shame if it is 
exKnguished on our watch, but I'm fairly confident that we will find the maturity as a naKon and as individuals to 
really grasp this issue. And it might be at the 11th hour, but, uh, I'm, I'm confident that we've got the moKvaKon 
and the ability to do it.

I know, I know the defense is not the answer, but. Does it help? I mean, you know, enabling things like, uh, is it 
water? Fox, I think, which is some derivaKve of Firefox and geQng rid of Google. Uh, essenKally, uh, you know, 
geQng someone to design your own email system, geQng rid of Gmail, all that sort of stuff.

Uh, I, I, is that, is that helpful? Absolutely. And we talked about

before about how COVID woke people up. And I, I see this as a beauKful irony. The fact that this is being jammed 
down our throats has got people interested in the basic kind of online privacy things they should have been 
implemenKng anyway.

You know, I've, I've been working on a series of, uh, um, uh, video tutorials on, on the basics, and I've been in 
contact with many ordinary Australians who didn't grow up with the internet. And don't really want to know how
this tech works. They just wanna kind of implement some basic privacy protecKons and get on with their life.

And like that's a, that's a very valid thing to pursue. And I've. I've heard the kind of on the ground, real world 
confusions, the kind of operaKonal confusion about how the internet works and, and how VPNs work or, or just 
how to install and use them. To be honest, these products now are very consumer friendly.

That's kind of one buWon touch and, and, uh, it, it's one of those, it's one of those areas where a small amount of 
effort gets you 80% of the way. Uh, and I, I, I just think we have another awakening on our hands be because of 
an overplayed. Advers an adversary who's overplayed their hands, you know? And, and the result I think will be a
lot of people, um, who now have the basics of online privacy, uh, in effect.



And let's not forget that, uh, for every technician and engineer who is. Monstrously parKcipaKng in the creaKon 
of these systems. There are other ones acKng through altruism and building these sorts of privacy technologies 
as well. So there are people that I know, some of them personally, there are, there are people out there in the 
world building using the tools available to us and the technologies available to us for, to protect the individual.

And that's great. And, um, yeah. So yes, they do help. Um, we should have been using them already and, and 
now we've got a reason to.

Mm,

absolutely. I think the big quesKon for a lot of our viewers as well as for us as podcasters, uh, we need to keep 
the flow of useful informaKon going to the people who listen to us and hopefully spread, uh, yet, you know, in, in
order to, uh, make a stand against this stuff, uh, we feel like we should say we're not gonna comply and 
therefore lose, lose the plaaorms.

That's why we're trying very hard to get people to go to our website. Mm. Uh, go to Rumble, go to Telegram, go 
to Signal, uh, that we can sKll use those things because they're preWy much offshore. They're not gonna, they're 
not gonna be governed by the Australian legislaKon. Mm-hmm. Um, so there's lots of ways we can do that.

And we're dedicated to finding a way to keep this program on the air. Mm-hmm. Uh, we're way off from that 
happening yet, but we need to consider it, don't we?

Absolutely. And you're right, well, you're explaining redundancy there, which is a very important concept. And to 
be honest, I wouldn't want to be in the shoes of those trying to impose these systems.

'cause I just don't see how it's going to take root either at a technical or, or a social level. Yeah. Uh, and, and 
yeah, we, we don't, we don't know the baWle landscape. We, it's changing so frequently and we've got the extra 
dimension of complexity of the tech, us tech giants. Um. And there are early signals of this, you know, possibly 
opening up extensive lawsuits on the legality of this.

Uh, plus you have, in my opinion, a a, a rising ciKzenry who's just seeing this as a, a step too far. So there are 
many dimensions in our favor and look. We have to brace ourselves for a disrupKon in a communicaKon. I think 
it's unreasonable to expect otherwise, but, but yes, again, like I menKoned with the protecKve technologies that 
you asked about, John, I think diversifying the, the.

Areas that our message can be found is probably something we should be doing anyway. And this will force us to 
find that. And, and I think we'll see a resurgence in email lists, you know, the, the old subscribe to an email list 
and get updates, that, that sort of thing. Uh, there'll be a lot of word of mouth, the digital version of, of word, of 
mouth.

And, and, and that'll happen on all sorts of chat. Again, we don't, we don't really know the details, but in these 
complex dynamic systems, you know, when pressure is applied somewhere, it gets released somewhere else. 
And censorship is a, an incredibly awful thing to get holisKcally applied. And, uh, and you know, you know, 
perhaps doing without Instagram for a couple of months will wait, will, will give people that necessary taste of 
discomfort enough to get some skin in the game here.

And, and, and, and again, uh, uh, yeah, just disrupKon's coming, but I, I can't see how this will be so orderly 
implemented that everything just goes offline. Like a, like a kind of a, a nineKes end of the world movie or, or 
something. Uh, I think it'll be the, the implementaKon will be. Haphazard at best. Uh, I suspect some plaaorms 
won't, won't comply at all.

Uh, and the, the legislaKon is so open to interpretaKon, I dunno how it can be enforced anyway. Um, so yeah, 
um, absolutely subscribe to many different things and, and I'm sure some of the informaKon will sKll flow. 



Somehow, and, and I think we'll learn a lot from this. This won't be the first aWack on digital freedom, this first 
exchange or encounter.

We're staring down the barrel of now. We'll get a lot of intel ouWa that. We'll get a lot of, uh, real world 
experience of what actually did happen and how people responded, and that'll be very useful for us going 
forward. When, when, when it reappears,

I can't believe we're actually thinking that. A couple of weeks without, uh, without TikTok is a hardship. I think 
for, for some, for some it is what have we come to? Yeah. For some it is. Well, our Kme's, uh, our Time's Up, Paul,
it's been, uh, really great discussing these aspects and we've looked at it more, more from a philosophical point 
of view, which is, I guess, where we need to go in this society where the way we're going.

Mm

um, things are changing rapidly and how we adapt. Is, uh, is all part of our character development, and that's 
what they're trying to stop. They don't want us to develop our character, but we are, and that's a necessary part 
of building strong communiKes and strengthening families. So the only way is up if we all band together.

Mm. Final comment on idenKty.

Yeah,

go on.

IdenKty is human,

not

digital.

Absolutely it is Johnny.

I mean, I, I just can't help but think this, uh, seems to be a, a bit of a, uh, a back doorway of reinvenKng the 
misinformaKon, uh, madness. Uh, you know, it's almost like they're trying to shut down everything again.

Uh, but just using a different means. It's like, this was like the, the backup plan. Um. That's how it appears to me. 
I think we just, uh, need to be on the front foot and, and do what we, we've done well, uh, previously. And that's,
uh, and that's just keep a cool head and, and, and, and look for alternaKves. And, and we'll get through it.

There's no doubt about it. They, they won't stop us. Uh, even if we go back to the old Ink Inkwells, hoodie

Inkwells mate. Yeah. Yeah. I remember Shirley in grade three. She always had a pigtail in the inkwell. I made sure 
it was there. Yeah, they were the good old days. Anyhow, let's, uh, let's close customarily with a prayer, shall we, 
Lord, father in heaven, we just want to thank you for our guest tonight.

Lord, we want to thank you for the posiKve spin that he's put on everything that's going on. And Lord, may we 
remain connected with each other, but most of all connected with you. But this is our prayer in Jesus name, 
amen. Amen. Thanks so much, Paul. Uh, the book again is CiKzen One and the, uh, subKtle is the Case Against 
Digital id.

Where can people get it?



Uh, you can find it on any good online retailer or, you know, I sell it at my website, paul g conland.com as well. If, 
if you're interested and, uh, uh, I'm, I'm more than happy for people to reach out to me. You don't have to buy 
the book. I'm happy to connect and answer quesKons and help people through as well, so, yeah.

FantasKc stuff, Paul. We'll have you back on again. I'm sure there's gonna be a lot more informaKon we can, uh, 
glean from you. So thanks brother. Yeah, thank you very much. Thanks for being such a, a great guest and Johnny
Lader, you've o^en been heard to say,

when's the digital book coming

out? Hoodie,

you just couldn't mark

this stuff

up.

You couldn't make this stuff. One minute. We're talking about in Inkwells and now you're talking about digital 
books. For goodness sake, stay ouWa the trees everyone. Don't forget what you did yesterday, Australia got you 
to today. We'll do this one day at a Kme and we'll come out the other end with a smile on our face.

God bless you. We'll see you next Kme on Club Grubby. Bye for you. 

 


